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HONORING JOHN R. LASSEN, JR. 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and passing of Mr. John R. 
Lassen, Jr., a lifelong teacher in Tempe, Ari-
zona, and a nationally distinguished innovator 
in secondary education. 

A native fourth generation Arizonan, John 
served his country in the United States Air 
Force after graduating from high school in 
Tempe. Following his distinguished service to 
his country, John returned home to attend Ari-
zona State University on a basketball scholar-
ship, where he earned both a bachelor and a 
master’s degree in mathematics. 

John’s heart never left Tempe—his passion 
was mathematics. He loved teaching in his 
hometown at Marcos De Niza and Mountain 
Pointe High Schools for nearly forty years, 
eventually serving as Mathematics Department 
Chairman for the Tempe Unified School Dis-
trict. 

Under the administration of President 
George H. W. Bush, Mr. Lassen earned the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Science 
and Mathematics Teaching, for which he was 
honored at the White House Rose Garden and 
the U.S. State Department. Mr. Lassen also 
initiated a dual-credit collaboration between 
Tempe public schools and Rio Salado Col-
lege, offered first at Mr. Lassen’s own Moun-
tain Pointe High School and later throughout 
the greater Phoenix area. For this, he was 
given the President’s Award for dedication and 
commitment to education in Arizona from the 
President of Rio Salado College. 

It was to the great benefit of Tempe, his 
community, and the state of Arizona that Mr. 
Lassen served so dutifully and lived so well. I 
ask that my colleagues join me in post-
humously recognizing Mr. Lassen and extend-
ing our condolences to his family. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,094,608,381.03. We’ve 
added $6,111,217,559,467.95 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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RECOGNIZING JONATHAN ‘‘TIG’’ 
WILLARD 

HON. TOM RICE 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to recognize Jonathan ‘‘Tig’’ Willard 

from Loris, South Carolina today for his com-
mendable bravery and act of selflessness. 
While driving to training camp for the Ten-
nessee Titans this past Tuesday, he noticed a 
car with black smoke billowing out of it. Jona-
than signaled for the car to pull over and 
helped to rescue the driver, her three children, 
and her dog as the car was engulfed in 
flames. 

A native of the Seventh District of South 
Carolina, Jonathan is an exemplary football 
player who led Clemson University’s defense 
in tackles last season and now plays at the 
professional level. However, it is an act like 
this—one that puts the safety of others before 
the safety of self—that demonstrates Jona-
than’s compassion and character. I commend 
his efforts, as this is a reminder that we 
should all keep our eyes open for ways to be 
a Good Samaritan and help our fellow neigh-
bors. 
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THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HANDLEY REGIONAL LIBRARY 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the 100th anniversary of Handley Re-
gional Library in Winchester, Virginia. 

The original Handley Library building has 
long been an important architectural and his-
torical site in Winchester. It first opened in 
1913 and was designed by architects J. Stew-
art Barney and Henry Otis Chapman. 

The growth and change the library has gone 
through over the past 100 years has been ex-
traordinary. In 1915, the library’s annual at-
tendance was 52,902. Today, more than 
357,000 guests visit the facility each year. The 
collection of books and periodicals has ex-
panded significantly as well. The library’s col-
lection totaled 6,000 in 1915; today, the collec-
tion contains over 302,000 books, magazines 
and digital materials, including audio books, e- 
books, CDs and DVDs. 

The library’s growth over the years is due in 
part to the growth in the Shenandoah Valley 
region. Today, the population served by the li-
brary is 120,000, an increase of nearly 
100,000 since 1915. 

Additionally, Handley Library is unique be-
cause it is one of three libraries in the regional 
system. It became regional when Frederick 
County joined the system in 1979 and Clarke 
County joined in 1981. Regional systems en-
sure the libraries can all provide excellent 
services without duplicating administrative 
costs. This has saved taxpayers money, which 
is crucial during these economically chal-
lenging times. 

Handley Regional Library is a treasure for 
the northern Shenandoah Valley community. 
From computer literacy programs, to youth 
and adult programs, to the vast collection of 
regional history and genealogy located in its 
outstanding archives section, the library pro-
vides exceptional facilities and services for 
area residents. 

The success of the library today is due to 
director Trish Ridgeway and the entire library 
staff, as well as the generous support of the 
Friends of Handley Library and its many vol-
unteers. 

I would like to particularly recognize the ef-
forts of Trish Ridgeway, who during her 20 
years as its director has overseen several of 
the regional library system’s construction 
projects, including the major renovation of the 
original library building in Winchester. As she 
prepares to retire at the end of September, I 
want to thank Trish for her leadership and 
wish her all the best for retirement. 

There will be a gala celebration in honor of 
the 100th anniversary at Handley Library on 
August 24, 2013. Congratulations to the li-
brary, its staff and the volunteers as they cele-
brate this very important milestone. 
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DIVISION IN CYPRUS 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, in mid-May, 
twenty-three of my colleagues joined me in 
sending a letter to the Secretary General of 
the United Nations to encourage the newly 
elected Greek Cypriot leader and his Turkish 
Cypriot counterpart to resume talks aimed at 
expediently resolving the ongoing dispute over 
a divided Cyprus. A negotiated and mutually 
acceptable comprehensive settlement, based 
on a bi-zonal and bi-communal federation is 
vital to the region. I support international and 
domestic efforts to achieve such a resolution 
and urge the House of Representatives to en-
courage constructive dialogue between the 
two sides. In 2003, the House unanimously 
adopted H. Res. 165 in support of the Annan 
Plan, which would have approved the creation 
of a reunified Partnership State in Cyprus as 
a loose federation of two component states— 
the Greek Cypriot State and the Turkish Cyp-
riot State. Unfortunately, this historic oppor-
tunity was rejected by Greek Cypriots through 
a referendum on the island. 

Although a majority of Turkish Cypriots ap-
proved the peace plan also by referendum, an 
opportunity of historic proportions was missed. 
Many would attribute the Greek Cypriots rejec-
tion of the Annan Plan and pro-division choice 
to becoming European Union (EU) members, 
which followed this move. At that time, it was 
believed that EU accession was predicated on 
solving this division after the fact. Subse-
quently, there has been no progress in this re-
gard, further indicating a pro-division State. 
While the Greek Cypriots enjoy recognition as 
a sovereign state, there has been no imputes 
for them to solve the problem. Despite prom-
ises made to Turkish Cypriots over and over 
again, they still remain isolated. 

Over ten years have gone by without any 
progress on this issue. This year may once 
again be a year of opportunity to put an end 
to the status quo. We should be courageous 
enough to encourage a solution in Cyprus, 
and creative enough to promote a more se-
cure, stable and prosperous Eastern Medi-
terranean where Greece, Turkey, a unified Cy-
prus, together with their allies and partners in 
the region, work together to build a better fu-
ture. 

With the firm belief that such an outcome is 
not only achievable, but will also set an invalu-
able example of peace and cooperation in the 
region and beyond, I urge the Administration 
to encourage the United Nations Secretary 
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